Youth Chaplain’s Corner
Greetings in the name of One Triune God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The month of February is very memorable to many of us. The United States of America observes this month as African-American month, Valentine’s Day is celebrated in honor of love, and after all it is the shortest month of the year with 28 days. For the Mar Thoma Church too this month is a special month. Maramon convention is held this month and most importantly the liturgical season of the church begins this month, the Great Lent Season. Lent is a term derived from Anglo- Saxon and means “long days” or spring. Christian church observed this time as a period of fasting and penitence for all in preparation for Easter. Jesus prepared for his ministry during forty days of fasting and wrestling with temptation in wilderness. I personally encourage all the Youths to participate in this lent by giving up certain things that you cannot live without and spending more time in prayers and meditations and also mending broken relationships.  I praise God for the Youths of our region. The activities organized by the region and Diocese were well received and were a blessing to many.  Christmas choir festival went well and Rev. Joseph Johnny gave a blessed and challenging message to the participants of that event. A good number of Youth fellowship members from our region attended the Diocesan Leadership conference hosted by St. Mark’s MTC, Tampa, Florida. All those who attended this conference gained a new perspective and appreciation for our church and its ministry in this Diocese. The Young Women’s one-day conference held at Long Island Mar Thoma Church, Merrick, NY was well attended and received many inspiring feedbacks. This conference included a service activity that created care packages for victimized women of Domestic Violence living in a shelter in NYC. This was a moving experience to all.  St. Thomas MTC Youth Fellowship members visited St. Joseph's Nursing Home at Yonkers, NY and Richmond Children's Center on Christmas Eve and sang carols to Senior Citizens and mentally challenged children. God is calling our youths to identify with the needs and agenda of God’s kingdom on this earth. The activities and involvement of our Youths reveal God’s presence with us and that is moving, challenging and redeeming our faith community. May God bless you all. 
Youth Chaplain’s February 2012 Schedule:
1st Sunday	St. Andrews Mar Thoma Church 
2nd Sunday	Epiphany Mar Thoma Church
3rd Sunday	St. John’s Mar Thoma Church
4th Sunday	St. Thomas Mar Thoma Church 
*Individual parish Youth Fellowship Bible studies throughout the month
Weekly Bible Study: 
When: Every Thursday
Time: 8:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M
Where:  Youth Chaplain’s Parsonage- 194 Bregman Ave, New Hyde Park, NY, 11040
Contact: 516-437-0425/516- 532-6115 or bsimonachen@gmail.com
Events of the Region:
Workshop on Holy Qurbana: This workshop is intended for those who are interested in learning more about Holy Qurbana service in the Mar Thoma Church, especially for those who are Lay Leaders and assist in the Holy Qurbana Service in the churches. 
Venue:  St. Thomas Mar Thoma Church, Yonkers, NY
Date:	  February 26th Sunday, 2012
Time:    3:30 PM to 5:00 PM 
